
 

 

Forest of Reading® at Wilshire! 

We are so excited to launch our Forest of Reading program at Wilshire Elementary School!  The 

Forest of Reading is Canada’s largest recreational reading program. With over a quarter of a 

million readers taking part every year, young readers have the unique opportunity to vote on the 

best nominated book for their age group.  There are six school aged programs in the Forest of 

Reading, a project of the Ontario Library Association, each planned for a different age group.  

All are designed to promote reading for enjoyment, to increase awareness of quality Canadian 

literature, to enhance student powers of discrimination and skill in evaluating books, and to 

provide opportunities to engage in discussions about books at school or at home.   

Our school is registered to participate in 3 Forest of Reading programs: 

The Blue Spruce Award™ 

The Silver Birch Award® 

The Red Maple Award™ 

The Blue Spruce Award (Kindergarten-Grade 2) 

During your child’s library periods, we have been gearing up to start The 

Blue Spruce Award program.  We began by talking about what books 

we love, and even created a giant mural to showcase our favourite 

types of books.  From there, we engaged in discussions about what we 

look for when we read “great” books, and developed a set of criteria 

which we will use to judge the books we read.  We talked about how 

readers interests vary, and how important it is to stay true to our own thoughts and opinions 

about the kinds of books we love to read.  In Kindergarten through Grade 2, students will have 

each of the ten titles read to them during their weekly library periods.  We will keep track of the 

books read through passports, and then in April we will vote on our favourite book! 

The Silver Birch Award (Grades 3-6) 

Students in grades 3 and 4 have the option to participate in Silver Birch 

Express.  This program requires students to independently read ten 

selected Canadian finalists and vote on their favourite in April (they 

must read a minimum of 5 titles to qualify for voting).  This is a self run, 

voluntary program, with students signing books in and out themselves, 

and keeping track and rating their books as they go. 

Students in grades 5 and 6 have the option to participate in The Silver Birch Award.  They may 

choose to join the Fiction Club, Non-Fiction Club, or both!  For each club, students 



independently read a minimum of 5 of the 10 titles nominated for the award.  They keep track 

and rate the books as they go, and, if they qualify, vote on their favourite(s) in April! 

The Red Maple Award (Grades 7-8) 

Students in grades 7 and 8 have the option to participate in The Red 

Maple Award.  They may choose to join the Fiction Club, Non-Fiction 

Club, or both!  For each club, students independently read a minimum of 

5 of the 10 titles nominated for the award.  They keep track and rate the 

books as they go.  Please note that if your child expressed interest in 

joining Red Maple, they will be bringing home a permission form for you 

to sign. 

What parents can do to support their young readers: 

 This program is meant to encourage recreational reading!  Any reading you do together 

with your child promotes the love of reading! 

 Help your child to think critically about what he/she has read.  Ask your child questions 

about the books he/she has read.  Discuss how a rating was determined for that 

particular book.  What makes a book a “great” book? 

 Read along with your child!  The selected books are all written by Canadian authors, 

and are wonderful examples of Canadian literature! 

If you have any questions about the selected titles, the Forest programs, or would simply like 

more information, please speak to Mrs. Byrne, teacher-librarian.   

Check out this video to learn more! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyW5K9jrSNM 
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